
Adjectives and Alliteration

Please read through the 
slides to help with today’s 
English lesson. Feel free to 
watch these two videos (1) 

and (2) to help with this 
topic.

Please remember that this is a 
learning aid for English. No 
book work is required. The 

activity at the end can be said 
out loud or thought about in 

your head.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hifcUYaACzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_b845Lxtq4


Adjectives and Alliteration

Today we are going to revisit adjectives and alliteration. We 
used these language styles a lot last term for Beowulf. Can 

you remember any of the great adjectives or alliteration you 
used?



What Is an Adjective?

An adjective is a describing word that can either:

come before a noun, e.g. The pupils did some remarkable work;

come after a form of the verb ‘to be’ (is/am/are/was/were/be/been/being), 

e.g. The pupils’ work was remarkable.



Spot the Adjective
Can you spot the powerful adjectives in these sentences?

The menacing earthquake shook the 
ground.

Running past collapsing buildings, 
the people were terrified. 

The calm charity worker tried to 
point the anxious villagers towards 

a place of safety. 

Please remember that this is a learning aid for English. 

No book work is required. The activity at the end can 

be said out loud or thought about in your head.



Spot the Adjective
Can you spot the powerful adjectives in these sentences?

The menacing earthquake shook the 
ground.

Running past collapsing buildings, 
the people were terrified. 

The calm, charity worker tried to 
point the anxious villagers towards 

a place of safety. 



Improve the Adjective
Which more powerful words could replace the adjective to improve this sentence?

Thousands of miles away, a good island lay 
in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea.

Think of something that sounds exciting and 
original. Work from the first word that 

comes to your head and improve that word!

Please remember that this is a learning aid for English. 

No book work is required. The activity at the end can 

be said out loud or thought about in your head.



Improve the Adjective
Which more powerful words could replace the adjective to improve this sentence?

Thousands of miles away, a good island lay 
in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea.

You could have replaced ‘good’ with...

exquisite splendid

marvellous magnificent

glorious breath-taking



Improve the Passage
Can you spot all of the boring adjectives in this passage and improve them? 

Choose powerful adjectives that will create a clear picture for the reader.

great

Taking a big gulp of air, the tired climber dug his ice tool into the 
hard surface of the mountain. His hands and feet were cold, and 
he wasn’t sure if he was going to be able to make it. Would this 

dangerous cliff face really defeat him?

Some 
powerful 
adjective 
ideas...

considerable

substantial

big

weary

exhausted

fatigued

tired

solid

unyielding

rigid

hard

perished

icy

frozen

cold

treacherous

perilous

hazardous

dangerous

Please remember that this is a learning aid for English. 

No book work is required. The activity at the end can 

be said out loud or thought about in your head.



What is Alliteration?
Characteristically, alliteration is the use of a series of words beginning with the 
same consonant or syllabic sound. While alliteration doesn't usually give much 

added depth to writing, it can add humour and expression.

Busy buzzing, the bee behaved beautifully.



Why Use It?
As mentioned, it might not add to the depth of meaning of your writing, but it 
will make it sound better. Alliteration can make your words more engaging –

and entertaining. And, when your writing engages your audience they are more 
likely to pay attention and remember what you say.

Larry’s leaping lizard.



How to Use Alliteration
Alliteration is a technique that gives 
sentences a little more description, 

humour and energy. Try playing 
around with alliterative words and 
phrases to make your words come 

alive. 

Make a mountain out of a molehill.

Alliteration is often found in sayings 
and humorous poetry, so be creative 
with the words and phrasing of your 

language.



Try It Yourself
Look at the pictures and improve the sentences by using alliterative descriptions 

for each one. Try using adjectives starting with the same letter to help!

Which sentence gives more description?

The butterfly flew past.

The butterfly brushed briefly against the beautiful bush.

Try it yourself. 

• The dog... 

• The teacher…

• The pupil…

Please remember that this is a learning aid for English. 

No book work is required. The activity at the end can 

be said out loud or thought about in your head.


